
What separates Luke from the other gospel writers is Luke’s 
unique emphasis on the Holy Spirit.  We also see this emphasis 
in the Book of Acts, which Luke also wrote as a second volume to 
his gospel. In both Luke and Acts, the gospel writer highlights 
the role and power of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, the lives of the disciples, and the early Church and its 
explosive growth and influence. From Luke’s writings, we learn 
about the essential role of the Holy Spirit, how central His work is 
to a believer’s life and the effectiveness of the Church.  We see 
that the Holy Spirit both ‘fills’ and ‘baptizes’ believers, as Jesus 
promised, with His presence and power as we pursue Him. Luke 
writes to make sure we do not miss how essential and needed 
the work of the Holy Spirit is to our life in Christ. 

REFLECT

Week 18: The Holy Spirit’s Essential Role

Key Text: Luke 3:16, Acts 1:4-5,8

• What seem to be the main markers of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence and power in a believer’s life? 

• The disciples didn’t just receive’ the Holy Spirit; they were were 
to wait to also be ‘baptized’ or ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit. 
• What might the difference be between ‘receiving’ and 

‘being filled’ with the Holy Spirit? Is it different? 
• What are some of here before / after effects the Holy Spirit 

had upon the disciples? 

OPEN

• What about the subject of the Holy Spirit sometimes makes 
people nervous or avoid the subject? 

• Have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s activity in your life? 
How? Even if you weren’t sure it was Him or not? Explain. 

• When you hear the statement, ‘We need more of the Holy 
Spirit,’ what do you think that means?  

• Three ways were talked about in the message about how to 
pursue more of the filling of the Holy Spirit? What were they 
and which one feels most relevant to you right now? 

• Pursuing the Holy Spirit is costly because it requires action on 
our part to prepare our hearts for Him: 

• What are some of those costs? 
• The Holy Spirit helps us ‘experience’ God, not just 

intellectually know him. Why is that important? 
• In Acts 1:8, Jesus links the Holy Spirit’s work in us to being 

effective witnesses. In what ways did the Holy Spirit empower 
the disciples to become powerful witness of Christ? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

Pursuing more of the Holy Spirit should be a life-long activity 
in our lives.  We can’t control how the Holy Spirit will 
encounter us, but we can posture our hearts before Him in a 
place of surrender and simply ask Him to keep coming.   

Spend some time this week just inviting the Holy Spirit to 
come and fill you and empower you to be a more effective 
witness for Christ. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to increase your hunger for Jesus and the 
things of His Kingdom. 

• Pray for a fresh encounter with the Spirit with your EG! 
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