
Revelation ch. 7 was a break as the writer John pauses talking 
about Jesus breaking the 7 seals of the scroll to talk about his 
vision of the Great Commission being fulfilled. But now the 
break is over, as John picks up where things left off at ch. 6.  
With the opening of the 6th seal, more judgement is released, 
leading to the final seal, which does not complete God’s 
judgement but leads to a 7th seal. But when we read the 7th 
seal being opened in Rev. 8:1, John says all of heaven 
became quiet — one of the most powerful scenes in the Bible! 
Chapter 8 begins in silence and ends with the unleashing of 
the 7 trumpet judgements.  Let’s find out what happens!

REFLECT

Week 9: When Heaven Went Silent

Key Text: Revelation 8:1-12

• What is the connection between the opening of the 7th seal 
and silence? What do we learn from these passages about a 
response to coming judgment:  Ps. 76:7-9, Ps. 46:8-10, 
Zeph. 1:7, Hab. 2:20, Zech. 2:13. 

• What is the connection to the silence in 8:1 and the subject 
of the ‘Fear of the Lord?’ 

• What is a possible connection between the silence in 8:1 
and the prayers of the saints? 

• What do the first 4 trumpets have in common with the 
plagues of Egypt? What is the severity of their impact? 

OPEN

• Describe a time when you experienced an unsettling or 
unnerving silence? 

• When you hear the phrase, “Fear of the Lord”, what comes to 
mind?  If you were completely honest with yourself, do think 
that you live your life with a high level of “godly fear,” as we 
discussed in the message?  Explain. 

• God takes the prayers of his children very seriously, 
especially when they are coming from a place of brokenness 
or hurt/pain.  Can you describe a situation where God met 
you and where He helped bring you through? 

• God is a God that loves, heals, bestows grace and mercy, 
etc. But He is also a God of wrath and judgment. How do 
you handle that tension in your understanding of God? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

Recently, a pastor made this comment about the Church 
capital ‘C’: “We have gotten so friendly with Jesus that we have 
lost our reverence for him.”  Using John’s language, we tend to 
see Jesus more as the lamb than the lion.   

• Do you agree? Yes? No? Why? 
• As a group, discuss some ways you as individual believers, 

and we as a local body, can remain balanced in our thinking. 
• Spend time on your own this week meditating on Psalms 

111:10.  

• Spend some time praying for our government/leaders. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with a deep sense of the ‘Fear 

of the Lord.’ 
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