
One of the main ways Jesus taught was through the use of 
parables. Parables illustrate and make invisible spiritual realities 
— in the words of Jesus, ‘secrets of the kingdom’ (v.10): “The 
seed sown falls on four different kinds of ground. The result of 
the sowing is dependent on the kind of ground on which the 
seed falls. Only the seed that falls on good soil results in a crop. 
Jesus explains the parable allegorically. In other words, the seed 
is the word of God, and the soils represent conditions and 
circumstances of the human heart. Only those who have a 
certain kind of genuine, heartfelt response to the gospel will 
produce spiritual fruit” (Lexham Comtinental Commenatary). The secret to growth, 
Jesus says, is ‘persevering’ (v.15) in following God’s Word.

REFLECT

Week 13: The Secret to Maturing in Christ

Key Text: Luke 8:4-15

• What are parables and why did Jesus use them? 
• Who was Jesus speaking to when he spoke the parable? 

Out of those that heard it, who was it that actually wanted to 
know the meaning of it? What does this say about those 
who didn’t search out the meaning? 

• What are the four types of soil that are in the parable  and 
what do they speak to or represent? 

• Is this parable mainly about the sower, the seeds, or the 
soil? 

OPEN

• Out of the four different soils, does only one soil represent 
someone who is truly saved or can any the others represent 
Christians as well? Or do they reflect stages or heart conditions 
of a person’s soul in their journey? 

• True or False: “the success of the ’seed’ is dependant upon the 
soil, ’the heart of the hearer.’” Why? 

• What are some characteristics of a heart with good soil?  
• Why is only ‘hearing’ what Jesus has said not enough?  What 

does the enemy immediately like to do when he knows 
someone has heard from the Lord. 

• Why do you think so many people heard the words of Jesus 
but then didn’t understand them? 

• In what ways do you see people hearing the words of 
Jesus today but not really listening to them?  

• What does it mean to “retain” God’s Word? (v.15) 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY
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In light of this parable, one of the things that Jesus’ words 
leads us to do is to examine our hearts.  Take a few minutes 
this week with God and work through these last questions. 
The goal of every Christian is to be good soil; however, we 
are all on a journey in our walk with God:  
• How is the condition of the soil of your heart currently?  
• Is there a ‘soil’ that you find yourself relating to more than 

others from the parable? If so, how and why? 

• Ask Jesus in the power of his Spirit to make you good soil 
for his Kingdom and determine to retain and persevere in 
his Word as you trust him day to day. 
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