
In chapter 8 we were introduced to the first 4 trumpet 
judgments.  Now in chapter 9 we see the fifth and the sixth 
trumpet judgments being released on the unbelieving world! 
John describes terrifying locusts unleashed upon the 
unrepentant oppressors for five months. As with the horses in 
the latter half of the chapter, the descriptions are meant to 
terrify and alarm the unrepentant. The imagery describing 
these creatures is borrowed from various portions of the 
Hebrew Bible.  This vision shoes the increase of demonic 
activity in the world as the era of God’s patient restraint draws 
to a close.  This one is intense, let’s jump in!!

REFLECT

Week 10: The Underworld

Key Text: Revelation 8:13-9:21

• The last verse of chapter 8 indicates that the effects of 
trumpets 5-7 are different in some way from the effects of 
trumpets 1-4. How would you characterize this difference? 
See in particular 9:4, 5, and 15.  

• We are told in Rev 9:1 that an angel that had fallen was 
“given a key” to the bottomless pit.  Who gave him the key 
and what is the significance of that? 

• What are some of the similarities between chapter 9 and 
the Exodus when God sent the plagues against Egypt? 

• What future reality is Rev 9:6 a picture of?  

OPEN

• We have discussed in the past few sermons that these 
judgments are sent by God against the unbelieving world.  
Has reading these difficult texts caused you to see your 
unbelieving friends, family, co-workers, etc. in a different 
way? Why or why not? 

• What does it mean to have the “seal of God” on you and 
what are the implications of that when we consider chapters 
8 and 9? 

• We see in Rev 9:20-21 that there are those who after 
enduring and seeing all of this judgment, they still do not 
repent.   

• What is the root problem here in these people? 
• How dangerous is it to have a stubborn heart? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

• Read Ezekiel 33:10-11 & 2 Peter 3:8-11.  

• What does this tell us about the character of God? After 
reading Revelation 9, what are some applications you came 
away with?  

• God is a God of justice and mercy.  How is that statement 
true when looking at Revelation 9? Highlight a few examples 
for each.  

• Spend some time praying for our government/leaders. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with a deep sense of the ‘Fear 

of the Lord.’  
• Ask the Lord for an increased passion for those who do 

not know Jesus.
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