
Luke 2:41-52 provides the only glimpse in the four gospels of 
Jesus’ childhood. In fact, this account is not only the first time in 
Luke’s gospel that Jesus speaks, but it is also the earliest 
recorded words of Jesus in terms of his age!  Twelve is the age 
in Jewish tradition when a boy becomes a man. Even at this 
young age, Luke shows Jesus to be filled with spiritual 
understanding and wisdom that boggles the minds of the 
religious teachers of his day. Today, it is hard for us to 
comprehend how extraordinary it was for Jesus to refer to the 
Temple as his “Father’s house.” What twelve year old calls God 
Father? It was and is astounding. Let’s dive in to see why.

REFLECT

Week 2: Who is this Kid?

Key Text: Luke 2:41-52

• We looked at three implications pertaining to Jesus’ words 
in v.49:   
• The first time you read or heard them, what was your initial 

response as to what Jesus may have meant? 
• Why do you think no one really understood what the boy 

Jesus was saying?  
• How does this story illustrate the tension Jesus may have felt 

between obedience to His Father and obedience to His 
earthly parents?  

• v. 52 says Jesus grew in favour with God and man. How? 

OPEN

• If Luke were writing his gospel account for you, what 
would be your thoughts about Jesus based on these first 
two chapters alone? 

• It is sometimes said that, “The God of the Old Testament is 
mean, but the Jesus of the New Testament is nice.”   

• What are your thoughts?  
• When you think of God, what sorts of thoughts and 

feelings come to mind? What is your first image? 
• In Luke, we are reminded that in fact Jesus is the Father 

revealed as the Son. Do you look at God the Father with 
the same kind of heart as Jesus? Why? Why not? 

• Jesus said he had to be in his Father’s house and later 
about his Father’s business. How about you? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

In Luke 2:51, we read this about Mary:  
“And his mother treasured all of these things in her heart.”   

Spend some this week: 
• Processing the three implications pertaining to Jesus’ 

words to his earthly parents. 
• Search for and meditate on additional verses that speak 

to each of these three important take aways. 
• Pray for a heart that treasures these three things about 

Jesus. 

• Spend some time praying for those who may have some 
financial, physical, or emotional needs in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Pray for our C&MA international workers. 
• Pray for opportunities to talk about Jesus with others! 
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