
In Luke 1 and 2, we see the birth of a boy given the name John 
who is born for a weighty and significant calling.  Now in 
chapter 3, Luke catches up with John as a mature man who has 
grown into the stature of an Old Testament prophet to the 
extent people are wondering if “John might possibly be the 
Messiah.” But instead John tells them he is only a forerunner 
sent to “prepare the way” by helping remove the obstacles in 
people’s hearts for when the Messiah comes. John tells the 
people that the one coming will not be like any other; he will 
be categorically greater, not baptizing with water, but baptizing 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. The way to receive this baptism of 
the Spirit, John says, is first being willing to undergo a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sin.

REFLECT

Week 3: How Is Your Fire?

Key Text: Luke 3:15-18

• How is John the Baptist fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 40? 
• Why maybe did people wonder if John was the Messiah?  

• John’s baptism was one of repentance.  What do you think 
is John’s definition of repentance from the chapter?  
• How is John’s ministry a link between the OT Laws of God 

and the grace of God now found in Jesus Christ? 
• How does Jesus’ baptism of the ‘Holy Spirit and fire’ help 

a person begin to fulfill God’s laws in their life? 

OPEN

• Is it possible to be considered saved or born again under 
the baptism of John? Or does salvation = repentance + 
something else? Discuss. 

• A common expression in both Luke and Acts is the phrase, 
“baptized in the Spirit.”  What do you think this means?  

• Is it a phrase about salvation?  
• Is it a phrase about a subsequent event that follows 

salvation? Both? What are your thoughts? 
• The Holy Spirit not only wants to empower people live 

rightly on the outside but more importantly to be changed 
from the inside out.  Have you experienced this? How? 
Share an example in your life of the Holy Spirit’s 
sanctifying work in your life. 

• Have you had an experiential encounter with the Holy 
Spirit? What change(s) was a result? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

For a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit, the place to begin is 
cultivating a repentant heart.  The Bible says, “a broken and 
contrite heart God will not despise or turn away.” (Psalm 
51:17). God will pour out his Spirit on every person who 
sincerely repents and turns their heart to Jesus in faith. 
• Is there anything in your life that you need to repent of?  
• Spend some time asking the Holy Spirit to come and give 

you a fresh baptism of his Spirit.

• Spend some time praying for those who may have some 
financial, physical, or emotional needs in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Pray for our C&MA international workers. 
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