
One commentator calls this particular encounter between Jesus, 
a sinful woman, and a Pharisee that we see in Luke 7, “one of the 
most memorable stories in the Gospels.”  This story is another 
example of Jesus demonstrating God’s heart for the lost, God’s 
desire to bring restoration, and God’s willingness to extend 
forgiveness to those who, according to the religious elites, don’t 
deserve it.  Jesus encounters a woman who is labeled a ‘sinner’ 
but who, despite her past and all of her mistakes, is overcome 
with love and adoration for Jesus when confronted with his 
forgiveness and mercy that she does something that shocks 
everyone watching.  She wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair and 
pours perfume on them.  What can we learn from this story?

REFLECT

Week 11: The Power of God’s Forgiveness

Key Text: Luke 7:36-50

• In verses 36-39, how is the woman described? Look 
carefully at what she does. What emotions does she 
express? How do you think she feels about herself?  

• In verse 39, how does Simon, the host, react to this 
uninvited guest? How do you think Simon feels about 
himself? What do you think Simon feels about Jesus?  

• Summarize the parable Jesus tells Simon and what it says 
about forgiveness? 

OPEN

• If you feel comfortable sharing, are there any sins from your 
past that you feel are too far beyond Jesus’ willingness to 
forgive?  

• What is your reaction when you think about Jesus’ sacrifice to 
forgive you? Are you moved towards adoration like the woman 
or are you unaffected in the story like Simon?  

• In general, do you find it easy or hard to forgive someone?  
• Jesus says that to forgive others is not optional.  But what 

happens when you feel like you can’t forgive or you don’t have 
the emotional capacity to forgive? What should you do?  How 
have you been navigating the forgiveness journey in your own 
life? Have you been going on this journey? 

• Would Jesus describe you as one who “loves much” or “loves 
little”? If you would like that to change, what will help you to 
live like Jesus more deeply?  

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

Many have difficulty believing that Jesus really loves them 
and has forgiven them. If you are in that situation, what 
barriers do you feel are hindering you from accepting Jesus’ 
love? Perhaps pride like Simon’s? Or perhaps fear, or broken 
trust? 

Spend some time reading through Psalm 32:1-5 and 1 John 
1:8-9 and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart and mind 
about how much you are loved by him and ask him to help 
you to see yourself the way God sees you.  

• Spend some time asking asking God to reveal to you the 
fact that you are forgiven in a way you never knew before. 
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