
We reach now the pivotal turning point in the book of 
Revelation. Up to now, things have moved along nicely. We 
have seen John describe his amazing visions of the risen 
Christ, of the Lamb, and of God’s throne. We have also seen 
Jesus’ interaction with the seven churches and how these 
mini-letters impact us today.  But now things are going to get 
more and more intense. In chapter 6, Jesus releases the ’seal 
judgements’, which are the first of 3 sets of 7 trials, or 
tribulations to prepare the way for his return.  This week, we 
discuss how  these seals represent trends that characterize life 
on earth in the lead up to Jesus’ second coming.

REFLECT

Week 7: The Road to Jesus’ Return

Key Text: Revelation 6

• Who initiates this great storm of destruction represented by 
the Seven Seals? Against whom is it directed? Is it just? 

• There are a lot of different creatures, images, and objects. 
Do your best to create a list and discuss what each may 
symbolize or represent. (ie. different coloured horses, 
crowns, swords…) 

• It was discussed how these seals are ‘trends’ and not 
necessarily specific events.  How can they be broken down 
or categorized? Are they reflective of history thus far? 

OPEN

• Chapter 6 introduces the subject of ‘the Tribulation.’  We can 
see in the text suffering initiated with the breaking of the 7 
seals, increasing later with the Trumpets and the Bowls. 

• Did you grow up with a belief about ‘the rapture’?  
• Do you think believers will also experience or suffer 

these judgments? What are your thoughts so far? 
• Is there a difference between suffering as a result of 

living in a broken world and suffering God’s end time 
judgments illustrated in these 3 sets of tribulations? 

• Regardless of your personal beliefs on a pre-Second 
Coming rapture, believers and unbelievers alike experience 
suffering in these trends of war, famine, inequality, 
persecution, and natural disasters. 
• As believers, what should be our response be to these 

increasing trends? Despair, fear, indifference, anticipation? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

Spend some time meditating on the following emphases of 
Revelation to re-calibrate your perspective: 

• Jesus at the centre of the throne 
• Jesus being a Lion and that looks like a Lamb 
• Jesus being in control of all things 
• Jesus exercising his righteous judgment 
• Jesus being sovereign in power over all 
• Jesus’ certain coming again

• Spend time thanking God for his goodness and his patient 
mercy. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with confidence in God. 
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