
One of the most basic and intrinsic needs for every human being 
is the need for relationship, or as it is often defined in church, 
‘community.’ This need to goes right down to the core of who we 
are and without it, we will never fully function and live out the 
lives that God has for us.  Community is where we are cared for, 
where we are known and seen, where we find love, where we 
find a sense of belonging, where we discover our gifts and 
talents, and where we can find support and help when we face 
the challenges of life.  Community is so important that Jesus 
himself always made sure he was constantly connected in life-
giving relationships. Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

REFLECT

Week 16: Commit to Community

Key Text: John 15:9-14

• In the life of Christ, how did Jesus model for us his 
commitment to community? 

• How do you think Jesus defines the term ‘friendship?’  
• In our text, what are some of the ways that true friendship is 

demonstrated?  
• What is the relationship between both love and friendship, as 

well as love and community? What kind of love is intended? 

OPEN

• What do you think ‘community’ looks like within the Trinity? 
• How important or how committed was the early Church to 

community and how was it demonstrated? 
• Jesus had a clear commitment to community. What are some 

basic signs of a commitment to community in a person’s life? 
• What are some ways we can pursue ‘community’ as 

individuals? 
• What kinds of things need to happen for you to feel 

connected in ‘community’? 
• How can you help to ensure these things are 

characterizing ‘community’ at Wellspring? 
• There is no such thing as a perfect relationship or a 

‘community’ that does not have struggles.   
• What are some reasons that cause people (maybe you?) to 

withdraw from pursuing connection with others? 
• If we find ourselves or someone withdrawing from 

‘community’, what are some things we can do to prevent it? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

• We talked about some ‘next steps’ that each one of us 
could take toward community at Wellspring: 
• Find a go-to spiritual friend or mentor 
• Participate/serve in one or more of our connect activities 
• Commit to joining an Encounter Group 

Spend some time thinking and praying this week about 
which step God may be asking you to take! 

• Ask Jesus to reveal any barriers in your life that may be 
hindering you from full embracing and pursuing ‘community’ 
here at Wellspring. 
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