
“Luke 4:1-13 describes Jesus’ preparation for ministry. Jesus is 
first revealed to the world with his baptism, which is an 
indication of his solidarity with humanity.  Finally, the temptation 
and testing of Jesus provides the next logical development to 
show how Jesus is both prepared and qualified to begin his 
earthly ministry and be our representative.  Just as Israel was 
tested in the wilderness after passing through the Jordan, Jesus 
spends forty days in the wilderness being tested after his 
baptism. During this time, Jesus proves that he is capable of 
being obedient in situations in which Israel failed during its 
forty-year trial. While Jesus is a descendant of Adam, he is unlike 
Adam in that he overcomes the tempter.” - Douglas Magnum

REFLECT

Week 5: Don’t Take the Bait!

Key Text: Luke 4:1-13

• Why do you think Jesus went into the wilderness for 40 
days? What does the number 40 often signify in the Bible?  

• Why do you think that Jesus engaged being tempted by the 
devil? Why didn’t Jesus just rebuke Satan at the outset and 
move on to his ministry? 

• Interestingly, to tempt Jesus Satan quotes scripture (Ps 
91:11-12). How does the enemy misuse the Word of God? 

• Satan says to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God…”. Was this a 
taunt to bait Jesus, was it an attack on his identity, both? 

OPEN

• What qualified Jesus to be a true sacrifice for our sin? 
• Satan never tempts you with the “results of sin” but only 

with the initial pleasure.  With this in mind, does this 
change the way you look at or fight to resist temptation?  

• Some of the main ways Satan tries to tempt is through: 
appetites (looking to fill your needs independently of 
God), building an identity on something other than the 
identity God gives you, turning wealth and power into an 
idol, or using God’s grace as a license to sin.  Which is(are) 
most applicable to you? 

• Pastor Shane spoke about three ways that help us in our 
battle against temptation.  What are they and which one 
has been your “go to” in your walk with God? 

DISCUSSION CLOSE/HOMEWORK

GROUP PRAYER FOCUS

APPLY

Go to wellspringburlington.com

• Our text this week contains one of the most important 
theological themes in the New Testament, this being the 
warfare between Jesus and Satan.  In fact, this was just a 
sign of things to come as we will find out in the remainder 
of Luke. What are some of the other ‘opportune’ times the 
enemy tried to take in Jesus’ earthly ministry? 

• This week read through Luke 4:1-13 a number of times 
and ask the Holy Spirit to show you areas in your life 
where you are easily tempted and what you need to do to 
resist in appropriately Jesus’ victory over sin.

• Spend some time praying for those who may have some 
needs in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Pray for the ‘one another’ commands of scripture to grow 
in our body and in your own walk with God and others. 
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